
Thank you for your interest in being a part of the 2026 Copper Thunder Drumline! 
 

My name is Joseph Branderhorst and I’m entering my second year of running the 
percussion program here at Cienega. After a year of tremendous growth and exceeding 
expectations, I am very excited for this upcoming year! This packet will contain music needed to 
audition for next year’s battery section, who will be marching while carrying and playing drums. 
The other half of the drumline who does not march and play is known as the front ensemble, 
which does not have an official audition component this year. The front ensemble is a 
percussion ensemble that is stationed near the front of the field and plays larger percussion 
instruments that we can’t march with, like marimbas and synthesizers. Feel free to look up “DCI 
Percussion Ensemble” on YouTube if you’re unsure what these sections look like! 
 
Both sections are integral to the ensemble and will offer unique challenges that will make you 
grow as a percussionist and a performer throughout the season. I hope you’re ready to take 
these challenges head on and be a part of something truly special and life-changing. Please 
reach out to me with any questions/concerns you may have about the drumline and I’ll be happy 
to answer and offer any help I can! 
 
Joseph Branderhorst, 
CTMB Percussion Instructor 
joebranderhorst@gmail.com 
 
Audition Materials + Process 
As I mentioned earlier, the music found in this packet is the audition material for students 
interested in marching in our battery ensemble for the fall season. No matter your skill level, 
wearing a 15-45 lb. drum while marching and playing is a big task, which is why it requires an 
audition. These auditions will take place during our May 18th-19th camp. Both the front 
ensemble and battery will learn basic techniques and warm-ups in a group setting with an 
instructor. We all start from ground-zero every season and build up our technique together as a 
team. During these two days, you may be asked to move around to try different instruments and 
sections. We want to give students a chance to try everything and find the best fit for them.  
Here are the skills and materials to practice (with a metronome) before auditions in a month: 
 
Battery: 

●​ Rudiments - slow, fast, and everywhere in between! 
●​ 8-8-16 Variations  
●​ “Double Trouble” - Snare Drum part + specific instrument part. (Example: if you are 

hoping to march on the tenor line next year, learn the snare drum part and the quad part) 
This exercise should be played at forte, which is a 12” stick height. 

 
Front Ensemble: 

●​ Major/minor scales 
●​ Rudiments - slow, fast, and everywhere in between! 
●​ Sight-reading/reading pitched music 

mailto:joebranderhorst@gmail.com


CTMB 2026 Rudiment List 
From Vic Firth’s “40 Essential Percussion Rudiments” 

 

 
1.​Single Stroke Roll 

 
 

#7 Five-stroke Roll 

 
 

#16 Single Paradiddle 

 
 

#17 Double Paradiddle 

 
 



#19 Paradiddle-diddle 

 
 

#20 Flam

 
 

#21 Flam Accent 

 
 

#28 Swiss Army Triplet 
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